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Prof Slavin received training in clinical research
in infection in immunocompromised hosts in
Seattle 1989-92 where she undertook seminal
studies of antifungal prophylaxis that changed practice world-wide and improved survival
after stem cell transplantation. Her research focuses on identifying risk factors, improving
early diagnosis, prevention and treatment of infection, particularly fungal infection in
haematology and transplant patients. She has led 6 national studies of the epidemiology of
fungal infections identifying risk factors and informing management guidelines and a
national study of fungal diagnostics in haematology patients which resulted in their
translation into clinical practice. She served on the management committee for several
international studies including the first randomised trial of combination antifungal therapy
(Ann Intern Med, 2015). She contributes to international antifungal treatment studies pivotal
in FDA and EMA approval, leads research describing infection complications of new cancer
treatments and how to prevent them, is a member of international expert panels developing
treatment and management guidelines, definitions of fungal infections for clinical trials and
translating new diagnostic tests into practice. Since 2004 she has chaired the writing group
for the Australian and New Zealand consensus guidelines for the use of antifungal agents in
the haematology/oncology setting (updated 2008, 2014), independently rated most highly of
international guidelines and linked to Therapeutic Guidelines and contributes to the European
Conference on Infections in Leukemia, France (2005-2017), supported by EBMT, ICHS,
ELN, EORTC to develop state-of-the art infection guidelines for haematology and stem cell
transplantation. She is a steering committee member for national fever and neutropenia
management guidelines due for update 2019.
Prof Slavin holds multiple leadership positions in the Australasian Society for Infectious
Diseases (ASID); helping establish and chairing the Mycoses Interest Group, foundation
member of both the steering group of the Clinical Research Network and the guideline group.
She is currently vice chair of the Infectious Diseases Specialist advisory committee of Royal
Australasian college of Physicians and was instrumental in establishing and inaugural cochair of the supportive care group of the Australian Leukemia and Lymphoma study group
leading its first nationally endorsed study.

